WATCH OUT, ITS SHARK ATTACK!
by Devin Heffer

The newest addition to the Sharks Rugby team is not quite a flyhalf from France, but an equine flying machine from the Bart Rice stable - SHARK ATTACK!  Shark Attack is a 2 year old bay colt that was bred by Ricky Smit, the founder of The Nicholas Rey Foundation (NRF).  
Shark Attack came into the picture when his mother FAR AND AWAY was donated to the NRF by the Summerveld Equine Hospital in 2006, in order to raise funds for the foundation.  The dam was sent to Cape Town where she was covered by sire CASEY TIBBS, and the foal arrived on the 23rd of November 2008.

The foal would be trained to become a race horse, and its primary object would be raising awareness for the Nicholas Rey Foundation.  Ricky Smit and the NRF decided they would sell shares in the horse, where all proceeds from the sales of the shares would be contributed to the foundation. 
The NRF found great support in the Sharks Rugby team who bought the majority of the shares of the foal, and in showing their gratitude, the NRF decided the Sharks could have the honour of naming the horse.  To find a name that suited the horse, the Sharks loose forward Keegan Daniel was given the task of finding a name that would represent the Sharks, as well as the characteristics of the horse.
The horse was young, and said to be a nervous type, yet it showed an incredible fighting nature. Based on this, the horse was given the suitable name of SHARK ATTACK.  A strong fierce name that meant the horse was ready for anything! 
Another honour given to the Sharks was the choosing of the jockey silks for SHARK ATTACK!  Another suitable choice was made, and what better sight to see cruising down the middle of the racetrack, than that of the Sharks Rugby strip! The black body and cap, with white half sleeves was chosen, and the Sharks logo is clearly shown on the jockey’s chest. 
Shark Attack needed a trainer, and Ricky Smit found the perfect suitor in Hollywoodbets.net sponsored trainer Bart Rice.  Rice was extremely excited by the opportunity, and Shark Attack joined him at his stables in Ashburton, in February this year. 

Bart Rice currently trains top racehorses THE WALRUS and ROYAL DAY, and hopes that with time Shark Attack will reach the level of these horses. “Shark Attack might not have quite the same ability, but he’s got the heart – he tries, and you cannot ask for more.”

Rice says Shark Attack is a robust strong colt who works very enthusiastically.  He comes onto the bit and uses his hindquarters well. He looks bigger under the saddle, and strides out nicely.  
Rice is a huge Sharks supporter, and he is encouraging all Sharks fans to get behind the horse. “Sharks fans should rally behind Shark Attack because he serves a good purpose.  He is a project of the Nicholas Rey Foundation in, and is now also a representative of the Sharks team.”
Shark Attack has only had one race in his career thus far, and is expected to have his 2nd run in the next two months.  

Bart Rice trains Shark Attack at no charge for the foundation, and all Shark Attack’s medical requirements are covered by the Summerveld Equine Hospital.  For more info on Shark Attack or donating towards the Nicholas Rey Foundation, please email Ricky Smit on rickysmit@mweb.co.za or visit their website at www.nrft.co.za. 
The NRF raises funds for people who have suffered injuries due to horse related incidents, and need assistance in medical expenses, after-care and rehabilitation.  
